
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Robert W. Lauer et al. 

Application No.: 10/810,987 Confirmation No.: 9660 

Filed: March 26, 2004 Art Unit: 3728 

For: Modular Product Dispenser Unit Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, 1 .97, and 1 .98, the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 
It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed within three months of the U.S. 
filing date (37 CFR 1 .97(b)(1)), 

Copies of the U.S. references on the attached Form PTO-1449 are not supplied 
because this application was filed after June 30, 2003. These documents were also previously 
cited by or submitted to the Office in a prior application number 10/315,551, filed 
December 10, 2002 and relied upon in this application for an earlier filing date under 35 
U.S.C. 120. For the convenience of the Examiner, copies of the non-U.S. references are 
enclosed. 



Application No.: 10/810,987 Docket No.: 29756/37996D 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
material information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 
1 .97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an 
admission that any patent, publication, or other information referred to therein is "prior art" 
for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 
37 CFR 1 .98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed references. 
This IDS is submitted within three months of the filing date of the application, and before the 
mailing date of a substantive action on the merits. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, 
asserted to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter 
filed in this application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 13-2855, under Order No. 
29756/37996D. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 



Dated: June 28, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 




Bryan j/Lempia 1 

Registration No.: 39,746 
MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP 
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 6300 
Sears Tower 

Chicago, Illinois 60606-6357 
(312) 474-6300 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Form PTO-1449' 



U.S. Department of Commerce 
Patent and Trademark Office 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Atty. Docket No. 


Serial No. 


29756/37996D 


10/810,987 


Applicant 




Robert W. Lauer et al. 


Filing Date 


Group 


March 26, 2004 


3728 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



♦Examiner 
Initials 




Patent Number 


Issue Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date if 
Appropriate 






Des. 274,570 


07/03/84 


Snediker 


D34 


n 








Des. 289,458 


04/21/87 


Zakrajsek 


D34 


7 








Des. 393,510 


04/14/98 


Creske 


D34 


1 








Des. 394,930 


06/02/98 


Creske 


D34 


1 








1,380,252 


5/31/21 


Richardson 


232 


43.2 








3,057,506 


10/09/62 


Wetlesen 


220 


23.89 








3,309,160 


03/14/67 


Lewis 


312 


308 








3,793,756 


02/26/74 


Kay et al. 


40 


306 








3,866,824 


02/18/75 


Lewis 


232 


43.2 








4,143,792 


03/13/79 


Rex 


221 


97 








4,598,838 


07/08/86 


Zakrajsek 


220 


404 








4,726,634 


02/23/88 


Dewees et al. 


312 


100 








4,759,470 


07/26/88 


Jacobs 


221 


97 








4,948,004 


08/14/90 


Chich 


220 


1 T 








4,993,583 


02/19/91 


Chasen 


220 


482 








5,009,018 


04/23/91 


Sebag 


40 


306 








5,111,958 


05/12/92 


Witthoeft 


220 


524 








5,170,904 


12/15/92 


Neuhaus 


220 


262 








5,207,344 


05/04/93 


Davies et al. 


220 


23.83 








5,295,593 


03/22/94 


Sturm 


211 


59.4 








5,358,138 


10/25/94 


Karwoski 


220 


495.11 








5,487,203 


01/30/96 


Brach, Jr. et al. 


15 


245 








5,540,351 


07/30/96 


Luescher 


220 


495.07 








5,709,005 


01/20/98 


Brach, Jr. et al. 


15 


145 








5,772,063 


01/30/98 


Gantz-Bloome 


220 


500 








5,775,663 


07/07/98 


Fitzsimmons et al. 


248 


450 








5,911,398 


06/15/99 


VanLandingham, Jr. 


248 


441.1 








5,947,584 


09/07/99 


Passanante et al. 


362 


154 








5,960,513 


10/05/99 


Beshah 


15 


257.01 








5,967,355 


10/19/99 


Ragot 


220 


4.32 








6,076,694 


06/20/00 


Ragot 


220 


23.83 








6,176,388 Bl 


01/23/01 


Omdorff 


220 


662 








6,253,949 


07/03/01 


Dickson 


220 


495.04 








6,364,147 Bl 


04/02/02 


Meinzinger et al. 


220 


495.06 








6,588,620 


07/08/03 


Thuma et al. 


220 


489 
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Form PTO-1449 (Modified) U.S. Department of Commerce 

Patent and Trademark Office 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Atty. Docket No. 

29756/37996D 


Serial No. 
10/810,987 


Applicant 

Robert W. Lauer et al. 


Filing Date 

March 26, 2004 


Group 

3728 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


♦Examiner 
Initials 




Document Number 


Publication Date 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 


Yes 


No 






DE 199 01 159 Al 


12.08.99 


DE 






Abstract only 








FR 2 763 924 


04.12.98 


FR 






Abstract only 








GB 2 261 205 A 


12.05.93 


GB 











OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 






DCI Marketing, Product Brochure, Waste Containers and Outdoor 
Signage (date unknown) 






PCT International Search Report issued in PCT/US02/39508, March 31, 2003 






PCT International Preliminary Examination Report (IPER) issued in 
PCT/US02/39508 on February 20, 2004. 



Examiner 


Date Considered 


* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



